
Proper use and placement of Roadside Signaling Devices  

When in an emergency situation LED roadside flares are the best way to warn upcoming traffic and 
attract help.  We strongly recommend not using pyrotechnic flares and instead invest in a set of re-
usable LED flares they are easy to use, reusable and safer, especially in an accident where flammable 
liquids may be leaking from the vehicle. They are also safer to hold while setting them around your 
vehicle.  

• Turn on all your flares at once, if they come with roadside bases you can set them in the bases 
while in your vehicle before you step outside. Carrying flares while they are illuminated will help 
protect you from oncoming traffic so you are visible while placing the flares. 

• Take the first flare and place it at least 10-15 feet behind the vehicle on the side closest to the 
road.  Normal rain and wind will not affect the flare’s performance as they are weather resistant 
(though not waterproof so take care to keep them from being fully immersed in water). 

• Take the second flare and place it approximately 10 meters (30 feet) behind the first flare. Place 
the flare on the ground in-line with the first flare. 

• If you are on a two-lane road, place an additional flare at least 15 feet in front of the vehicle, to 
warn traffic passing in the opposite direction. 

 

Remember, use common sense and your full attention when you are driving.  No matter how prepared 
you are for an emergency, no matter how many safety tools or precautions you take, sometimes 
choosing not to drive in poor conditions is the smartest, safest choice.   

All the tips and instructions in this manual are meant to keep you safe as possible when you find 
yourself in an unexpected situation but nothing is foolproof or perfect.  Be prepared, stay informed and 
make smart choices. 
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