
Windshield and Wipers  

The last place you want to end up in below freezing weather is standing on the side of the road with a 
cracked windshield that could have been prevented. This is why it is crucial to check your car’s 
windshield, back glass and windows for cracks or chips and have them repaired before the snow starts 
to fall. For more car safety tips, check out the list below to stay safe in cold weather conditions. 

• Inspect your windshield and wipers regularly and before long car rides. Noticing a small chip and 
repairing it quickly will help prevent the need for a replacement if the chip turns into a crack. 
According to the Motor Industry Research Association, "Studies show a chip is 60 percent more 
likely to crack at freezing temps 0C/32F than at non-freezing temperatures. At -10C/14F degrees 
or below, a chip is 80 percent more likely to spread than in warm driving weather." It can be 
cheaper and easier to have small cracks and chips in your windshield repaired before you have 
to pay for a replacement. 

• Checking your wipers ensures good visibility in all weather and makes sure your wipers don’t 
damage your windshield if they are loose or worn. 

• Defrost your windshield before running your wipers, in extreme weather the frost and ice can 
cause your wipers to get frozen to the windshield and cause damage if you try and use them in 
this situation. 

• Keep an ice scraper, snowbrush and a pair of gloves in your vehicle. Be sure you fully remove ice 
or snow to ensure visibility through the windshield, back glass and side windows before setting 
out on the roads.  Don’t forget to check your washer fluid nozzles to ensure they aren’t frozen or 
obstructed. Depending on where you live, not clearing your front and rear windshield can get 
you a ticket in addition to creating unsafe driving conditions. Using your wipers on snow can 
cause them to wear out faster, can damage the wiper mechanism and create poor visibility. 

• During icy and snowy weather, leave your windshield wipers in the out and up position when 
you park your car, and do not attempt to use them to wipe the ice and frost from the windshield 
before manually scraping it. This will damage the wipers and is not a quick or effective solution 
to clearing ice or snow from the windshield. 

• If your car is parked outside for all or part of the day/night consider getting a full car cover or 
even just a windshield snow cover to avoid frost and snow accumulation on the windshield 
altogether. It will help extend the life of your wipers as well as save you time. 

• Keep your windshield clean and take advantage of the wash stations near the gas pumps.  Just 
make sure you inspect the squeegee before you use it for any debris like small rocks which can 
damage your windshield. 

• Wiper blades have a life span of about 6 months so changing them regularly can save you in the 
long run and ensure you aren’t stuck with a windshield you can’t see out of. Wipers squeaking, 
leaving streaks and skipping are signs they need to be replaced. 

• Only run your wipers with a wet windshield, don’t use your wipers to remove dirt from your 
windshield without running the washer fluid first, like snow tires, wipers operate and last longer 
when used under the proper conditions and a dry and or hot windshield can cause damage to 
the wiper blades. 



• Don’t run out of washer fluid, make sure you top check your fluid level regularly and top off 
when it gets low or as soon as your warning indicator light is on. 

Pro-Tips 

Remember that different climates require different kinds of windshield washer fluid, summer 
formulas work best in warmer temperatures, and act as a repellent/cleaner for environmental 
conditions like bugs, tar and sap.  Winter formulas are geared towards repelling frost, ice, snow 
and are developed to prevent freezing on your windshield or in your reservoir.  Many all-season 
formulas will freeze in temps close to freezing or won’t fully clean your windshield of the harsh 
summer residue. 

Remember, use common sense and your full attention when you are driving.  No matter how prepared 
you are for an emergency, no matter how many safety tools or precautions you take, sometimes 
choosing not to drive in poor conditions is the smartest, safest choice.   

All the tips and instructions in this resource are meant to keep you safe as possible when you find 
yourself in an unexpected situation but nothing is foolproof or perfect.  Be prepared, stay informed and 
make smart choices. 
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