
Booster Cables & Jump Starting a Vehicle  

While using booster cables can be simple and straight forward, basic safety measures should be 
followed to prevent injury or damage to either car. 

Before you get started: 
• Check your owner’s manual: 

o It will advise you on precautions to take with your specific vehicle when jumpstarting 
using booster cables. 

o It will show you how to access your battery and indicate if there is a cover or terminal 
covers which will need to be removed to access the battery. It will also advise if you 
should attach the cable directly to the terminal post or other part of the car/battery like 
battery lugs 

• Locate the battery in both vehicles. In some cars the battery may not be in an accessible spot in 
the engine bay and may not even be in the front the front of the vehicle.  If you are meant to 
attach the clamps to lugs, you’ll need to locate them instead of the battery.  

• Verify the voltage of the battery in the vehicle doing the jumping. (if they aren’t the same, 
continuing to jump start can cause damage to both vehicles) 

• Once the battery or lugs have been located, examine each and make sure you know where the 
positive and negative terminals are on both batteries. The positive terminal could be indicated 
with either a (+) sign, red wires or a red cover. The negative terminal could be indicated with (-) 
sign, black wires or a black cover. These indicators may not be easily visible so have a light 
source handy and don’t proceed until you have identified the correct terminals. (Note; in some 
vehicles there are terminal covers which will need to be removed to access the battery 
terminals. 

• If the terminals are corroded or dirty you can wipe them with a shop cloth or brush the 
corrosion off the terminals with a wire bristle brush to ensure a good connection 

Cautions: 

The “Don’ts” when jumpstarting a car 
• Never lean over the battery of either car. 
• Do not smoke while jumpstarting a car. 
• Never jumpstart a battery if fluids are frozen. This could lead to an explosion. 
• If the battery is cracked or leaking do not jumpstart the car. It could lead to an explosion. 

 
When you’re ready to get started: 

• Park the cars close enough for the cables to reach without tension, but make sure the vehicles 
are not touching  

• Turn the engine off in the car with the good battery 
• Both cars should be in park (automatic) or neutral (manual) with the parking brake engaged 



• Turn off all electronic accessories like interior and exterior lights and turn signals (including 
hazard lights), the radio, a/c, wipers etc. should be off in BOTH vehicles. Remember to unplug 
anything in the 12-volt socket like mobile chargers, GPS etc. 

• If you have them, use PPE (Personal Protective Equipment) such as rubber or grip gloves and 
safety goggles before starting the procedure. 

Jumpstarting the car 

In order to properly jump-start a car you will need to create a circuit that carries the current from the 
live battery over to the dead one. In order to do this successfully the cables should be connected in this 
exact order: 

1. Connect one end of the red (positive) jumper cable to the red (+) positive post (or designated 
battery lug) of the dead car battery. 

2. Connect the other end of the red (positive) jumper cable to the red (+) positive post of the fully 
charged car battery. 

3. Connect one end of the black (negative) jumper cable to the black (-) negative post of the fully 
charged car battery. 

4. Connect the other end of the black (negative) jumper cable to a metal part of the dead car that 
is unpainted, as far from the battery as the cable will reach. This will ground the circuit and help 
prevent sparking. Connecting it to the dead battery carries a risk of the battery exploding.  

5. Verify that none of the cables are touching any engine parts that will move when the engine is 
started. 

6.  

Final step 

Technically, there are two ways to complete the jumpstarting of a car: 
• The Safest Way: Start the car with the fully charged battery and let it sit idling for roughly five to 

ten minutes to charge the dead battery. Turn off the engine remove the cables in the reverse 
order and be careful to not let the cables touch which can result in sparking. Attempt to start 
the engine of the car with the dead battery. 



• The Other Way: Start the car with the fully charged battery and let is sit idling for roughly five to 
ten minutes to charge the dead battery. Attempt to start the car with the dead battery without 
shutting off the fully charged car. If the car with the dead battery refuses to start, let it sit for a 
few more minutes. If the car with the dead battery still will not start, very carefully readjust the 
red (+) positive cable to the terminal in hopes of getting a better connection. Reattempt to 
jumpstart the car. If the vehicle starts, remove the cables in the reverse order they were put on, 
being careful not to let them touch. 

• Start the working vehicle and let the engine run for a few minutes before trying to start the 
dead vehicle.    

• If it won’t start, make sure that the cables are properly connected and run the working vehicle 
for five more minutes. Then try to start your car again. If it still won’t start, your battery may 
need replacing or it could be another problem. 

• If the jump works and the dead vehicle starts, don’t shut off the engine. The vehicle with the 
dead battery should run for 30 minutes after the jump, if possible. This will let the alternator 
fully charge the battery. If your battery continues to lose a charge, you may have to take it in to 
determine if the problem is something other than a flat battery. 
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