
Tire Gauges 

Before you get started on checking your tire pressure it’s important to use the right tool for the job.  
There are a lot of manufacturers out there and they all make different kinds and qualities of gauges.  
The three basic styles of gauges are Pen gauge (marked pop-out stick), dial gauge (analog display) and 
digital gauge (usually an LED display).  Each gauge has features that make this task easier but each 
feature also add cost so finding the right gauge for you will balance your needs against your budget. 

Analog PSI Accuracy, Range & Increments 

Tire gauges tend to work best in the middle of their range.  This means that if you run in the 30 PSI range 

you should get a 60 PSI gauge.  PSI increments are another thing to consider when choosing the correct 

gauge, the finer the increments, the more accurate the reading. 

 

Pen Gauge 

A pen gauge is the most basic of all tire gauges.  They are typically a single-function (or dual with a bleed 

valve).  With very few add-on options the cost is fairly low but they are also the least precise of the 

gauges.  They are easy to read and the PSI reading will typically hold once you remove it from the tire 

valve. They typically don’t have a form of lighting or low-light readability so it will make it hard to do 

roadside readings without a secondary light source. 

 

Analog 

Analog gauges are a lower cost option with minimal value-added (and cost-added) options.  The options 

typically include, dial size, lighting (backlit or glow-in-the-dark).  There is generally a positive correlation 

between face size and accuracy, the larger the dial the more accurate the reading due to the finer 

increment measure.   

 

Digital 

Digital gauges are easy to use and read but being cost-conscious here means sacrificing quality and 

accuracy.   The cheaper the sensor the less accurate the gauge is.  

 

Visibility / Backlight 

Tire gauges come with a variety of lighting options from LED nozzles to a backlight or glow-in-the-dark 

dial.  Consider an option that helps you see the dial better without needing to use a headlamp or 

flashlight to read your pressure. 

 

Pressure Reading 

Some tire gauges will keep the reading visible even after you remove it from the tire valve which can be 

useful in hard-to see-areas or low-lighting situations.  



Bleed Valve 

Some tire gauges come with the added ability to bleed air which is useful if you overfill or have too 

much pressure in your tires and allows you to achieve a precise pressure level. 

 

Storage / Protection  

Keep in mind tire gauges are made of sensitive parts and protecting your gauge can increase its lifespan, 

help maintain accuracy and ease of use as well as keep dials clean and easy to read.  When your gauge is 

loose in your car, dropped or stored in an area where it can get scratched or bumped around it increases 

the likelihood of being damaged and losing accuracy.  Some tire gauges come with sleeves, pouches or 

padded cases.  The more you invest in your tire gauge, the more important it is to consider storage. The 

ideal place to store your gauge is in your safety kit especially if it has pockets or dividers. For easy access 

you can place it in a padded sleeve and store it in your center console or glovebox. 
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